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ATnendmentJi to the riajms 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
TJs<inij;of Clatm<i 

1 - (CiuTcntly Amcntlcd) A method of estsiblishing a computer-based cominunications session involving a 
UsScr of a computer, said method comprising: 

determining the availability of a potential participant in the communieations scssion^_ wher ein said 
fic(crmi.niniii;-OiT ii>rigCSLretrieving ava ilabilitvjjiJSajma iiQii-for.the p articipant ftoni-a- data 
sMcture; ajid 

according to the determined availability, displaying information on a display screen of the 
computer. 

2. (Canceled) 

j 3. (Currently Amended) The method as reeilcd in claim-3J_j wherein the data structure is stored on an 
fiddilional computer, 

4- (Orif^inal) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said displaying comprises displaying, for a given 
paiticipant, availability for each of muliiplc communications applications, 

5. (Currently Amended) Tl>c method as recited in claim 1 , wherein said displaying comprises displaying, 
for a given communications application, a list of participants available for a communications session using 
the givcn.communicalions application. 

6. (Orii^inal) The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the availability information for the participant is 
wirhfn ;in object in an objcet-basod programming approach. 

7. (Original) The method as recited in claim 6, wherein the object fLirther comprises participant identifiers 
cJ'fcclive to identify the participant to each of multiple coniniunications applicationSj and indication of the 
availability of the participant for each of the multiple communications applications, 

SN 00/9(iG,K^3 Response io O/Ticc Action mailecj November 4> 2004 '""^ P3fic4 of 14 

PAGE 4/14' RCVD AT 212/2005 1:44:16 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:IISPT0-EFXRF-1I3' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:5127031250' DURATION (nim'SS):08-24 



FEB-02-2005 MED 12:36 PM CONLEY ROSE & TAYON FAX NO. 5127031250 P. 



S. (Currently Amended) Tlie method as recited in claim 1 , iiirther conprising: 

I receiving^ from the user, notification of a desired communications application to be used for the 

communications session; and 

if the potential participant is available using the desired communications application, retrieving a 
participant idcnliiier effeclive to identify the participant to the communications 
application, 

D. (Currently Amended) A method of conRguring computer-based communicalion, said method 
comprisiiip; 

obtaining availability information indicating the availability of a user of the computer for 
communication using each ofitt^rtiiple-iXpluraUb^Q f-di&simllar^ co 
appliculions^L i^nd 

obraininl; respecti ve, user. identifieis effectiv e to identify the user to each of the.pluralily^f 
dissimilar, commxijnjcAtiQjgSuanp li^iUiQM. 

10. (Original) The method as recited in claim 9, fuitlier comprising displaying the availability information 
on a display screen of the com])utcr. 

1 1 . (Original) The method as recited In claim 9, further comprising sending die availability 
information to an additional computer. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for computer-based communication, said system comprising: 

a display screen; 

means for detemiining tlie availability of a potential participant in a computer-based 
comniunications session; and 
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moans for, according to the determined availability, displaying pMidfi^^oLasail^^ 

on the display screen^, wherein the, disBlaved infooT iation indicates the avai.lab.iJiiy-O f-the 
PilteijUal.participaqt for cornmunicatiaai).sii UL.Qqgh..oIa-pIurality,of dissim i 
commuQicatiQns application.s available JotLu?fiJoJhP.£Ojnmumc.a.l LO.n$. $0$sion . 

14. (Original) The system as recited in claim 13, wherein said means for determining and means for 
displaying comprise a communications agjjregation program stored on a storage medium within the system. 

15. (Original) The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the display screen and storage medium are 
nssociatod witli the same computej- system. 

16. (CitRcndy Amended ) The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the communications aggregation 
program is adaj^ted to access a data slructiire including the_pai-ticipant availability information. 

17» (Original) Tl^c system as recited in claim 14, wherein the data structure and communications 
agjjrcgalion program are stored on different slordgo media associated with different computer systems. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in claim 1 3, further comprising: 

means for receiving, from an initiator of the session, notification ofa desired communications 
application to be used for the communications session; and 

means for, if the potential participant is available using the desired communications application, 
retrieving a parlicipi\nt identifier effective to identify llie participant to the .desired 
commiinicalions application. 

19. (Original) A compulcr-u sable carrier medium, comprising: 

first program instructions executable on a computer for determining the availability ofa potential 
participant in a computer-based communications session; and 
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second program instructions executable on the coinpiUer for, according to the determined 

availability, displaying infonnation on a display screen of an initiating computer used by 
an initiator of the communications session. 

20. (Currently Amended) The Cfirricr medium as recited in claim 19, wherein the first and second 
progrnrn inslaictions are jncluded^wilhin a communications aggregation program stored on the carrier 
medium. 

21 . (Original) The carrier medium as recited in claim 19, wherein tlie initiating computer is the same 
contpuler on which the program instructions arc executable, 

22. (CuiTcnlly Amended) The carrier medium as recited in claim 19, further comprising: 

third program instructions executable on the computer for receiving, from the initiator of iht: 

communicati o ns. Jressl on ^ notification of a desired communications appHcation to be used; 
and 

fourth program instructions executable on the computer for, if the potential participant is available 
using the desired communications appHcation, retrieving a participant identifier effective 
to identify the pa^-ticipant to the dcjsired.conimunicatiQn s program ^appli potion. 

23. (Currently Amended) A eomputer-usable carrier medium, comprising a data structure storing 
information indicating avajlahilityipf a r>Qt.<mtjaLDa rricip a ntJn a com puter-bascd-.C.Ommi Big.a^ session 
with respect to each of m^^Ui^k- g.plura llty of dissimilaXLCommunications applications , of a pote ntiat 
pftH4eifaft(-f a a computer - baaod eonHyh>meat ions soasion . 

24. (Original) The can ier medium as recited in claim 23, wherein the data structure further stores the 
in Form; il ion indicating availability for each of muUiple potential participants. 

25» (Currently Amended) The carrier medium as recited in claim 23, wherein the data structure further 
stores a sol of participant identifiers effective to identify the potential participant to each of the fwttltfpte 
plurality p,f dissimilar conununications applications. 
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26. (Orifiin*^!) Tho carrier mcdiLim as rcciLcd in claim 25, wheiein tlie set ofparlicipant identifiers and the 
availability information for cacti participant arc within an object in an object-based programming 
appioach. 

27. (Original) The carder medium as recited in claim 23, wherein the potential participant is a 
user of a computei* within which the carrier medium is located. 

28. (CuiTCnlly Amended) A method of establishing a computer-based communications session involving 
a user of a computer, said method comprising: 

receiving, from the uscr^.a notification of a desired commuiiications application to Uie used for the 
communications session; 

determining the availability of a potential i>artieipant in Uie communications session,_whereio said 
icjctcrnoinj ng.corapxi s^cs..rt^.to.o.yina. availabi litv i gforCTation-ib Ljhe-PoJtential p articipant Jtora 
£i..data structure; and 

if the potential participant is available using tlie desired communications apphcation, retrieving a 
participant identifier effective to identify the participant to the desired communications 
application. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Original) The method as recited in claim 2B, further comprising, according to the determined 
availability, displaying infomiation on the display screen of the computer. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 30, wherein said displaying comprises 
displaying, for a given participant, availabihty for each o f nwhiH^e- a.plurah'tv o f dissimilaii; 
communications applicalions .availa ble. for use. in.th C-C.Qmmynicat ions sessiftti.. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 30, wherein said displaying comprises 
displaying, for a given communications application, a hst of participants available for a communications 
session using the giycn^conamunications application. 
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